FIFA Law Changes for Fall 2019

This past year FIFA made a lot of changes to the laws of the game. While we aren’t really concerned that 

Multi-coloured/patterned undershirts are allowed if they are the same as the sleeve of the main shirt there are a few changes that will drastically impact the way we play.

1) Drop Ball

· Usually the result of the referee stopping play when a foul has NOT occurred

· In the past a player from each team contested the dropped ball

· This may have resulted in the advantage being taken away from the possessing team

· Dropped for the defending team goalkeeper in their penalty area if play was stopped when that ball was in the penalty area or was last played in the penalty area

· In all other cases, the referee drops the ball for one player of the team that last touched the ball

· All other players (of both teams) must remain at least 4m (4.5 yds) from the ball

· The ball is in play when it touches the ground – warn your goalies that they need to clear it quickly

· These changes will apply to all leagues

2) Goal Kick and Free Kicks in the Penalty Area

· The Ball no longer needs to exit the penalty area to be in play

· The ball is in play as soon as it is touched and moves

· As in the past all opponents must remain outside the penalty and at least 10 yards away from the ball until the ball is in play

· The kicker may not touch the ball a 2nd time until it has been touched by another player

· This applies to any free kick taken by the defending team in their own penalty area

· These changes will apply ONLY to the U14 and U19 leagues

· The U8, U9, U10, and U12 leagues will continue to consider that the ball in play only after it exits the penalty area

3) Game Official Rebound

· The game officials are considered to part of the field and therefore any ball contact is to essentially be ignored and play continues in most cases

· In the past this has occasionally caused issue when the play dynamic has been adversely impacted by such contact

· Play will stop if the ball touches a match official, remains on the field of play and: 

· a team starts a promising attack or 

· the ball goes directly into the goal or 

· the team in possession of the ball changes

· In all these cases, play is restarted with a dropped ball.

4) Substitutes

· FIFA requires substitutes to be ready at the half-way line prior to asking the referee for a substitution

· While EYO does not strictly enforce this it is important that substitutes be ready to go in, and near the sideline, when the referee is called

· All substitutes MUST wait for the referee to acknowledge the request and grant permission for the substitution BEFORE they enter the field

· The reason for this is not arbitrary but rather to ensure that play remains stopped while the substitution is taking place

· A good case in point is when there is a throw-in on the opposite side of the field that the referee is paying attention to and he may give permission for the throw to continue while players are moving on and off of the field

· The referee at times may not give permission when asked for a substitution – this is usually due to insufficient time remaining in the half to make the substitution – but there can be other reasons

· If the referee feels that a team is using substations as a time wasting measure to maintain their goal advantage by having their players exit the field slowly the referee may require players to exit at the nearest sideline

5) Intentional Handling – Now referred to as a Handball Offence

· It always an offence if a player deliberately touches the ball with their hand/arm, including moving the hand/arm towards the ball

· It is now an offence if a player gains possession/control of the ball after it has touched their hand/arm and then:

· scores in the opponents’ goal 

· creates a goal-scoring opportunity 

· scores in the opponents’ goal directly from their hand/arm, even if accidental, including by the goalkeeper

· It is usually an offence if a player touches the ball with their hand/arm when:

· the hand/arm has made their body unnaturally bigger 

· the hand/arm is above/beyond their shoulder level (unless the player deliberately plays the ball which then touches their hand/arm)

· The above offences apply even if the ball touches a player’s hand/arm directly from the head or body (including the foot) of another player who is close

· Except for the above offences, it is not usually an offence if the ball touches a player’s hand/arm:

· directly from the player’s own head or body (including the foot) 

· directly from the head or body (including the foot) of another player who is close 

· if the hand/arm is close to the body and does not make the body unnaturally bigger 

· when a player falls and the hand/arm is between the body and the ground to support the body, but not extended laterally or vertically away from the body

6) Other Changes and Miscellaneous Information

· Where three or more defending team players form a ‘wall’ to defend against a free kick, all attacking team players must remain at least 1m (1 yd) from the ‘wall’ until the ball is in play

· When the ball is kicked for a penalty kick, the defending goalkeeper must have at least part of one foot touching, or in line with (if they are jumping), the goal line

· The team that wins the toss can now choose to take the kick-off or choose which goal to attack (previously they only had the choice of which goal to attack). The team that did not kick off in the first half will kick off in the second half.

· Coaches in the U6 and U7 leagues are permitted on the field during the games – coaches in all older leagues are not. In the case of an injury the referee will do a quick assessment of the player to determine if play needs to stop. If play is stopped then the referee can call the coach onto the field to assist the player. If the coach enters the field, whether asked by the referee or not, the player in question must be substituted. If a normal stoppage, such as a throw-in or goal kick, has not occurred then the referee will restart play with a drop ball.

